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9 July 2007                                                                            
Dear Comrades

Re: Hardship Appeal – Salford City Council Workers in Environmental Services
We are appealing to you for donations to our Hardship Fund.

We are currently involved in Industrial Action in an attempt to end the casualisation of our jobs.  Salford City Council is in breach of a long standing agreement on the utilisation of agency labour.  The local authority is exploiting excessive numbers of agency workers on vastly inferior pay and conditions.  In excess of 50 agency workers have been employed continuously providing Refuse Collection, Recycling, and Street Cleansing services from between 12 months and 5 years without any potential for permanent full-time status.  Nine months of unproductive talks filled with empty promises and unfulfilled commitments have left TGWU members with no alternative but to pursue a course of industrial action.
We are involved in a series of one day strikes in conjunction with a continuous overtime ban and work to rule.  We are therefore losing a significant amount of pay compounded by the fact that our employer is attacking our bonus payments which account for up to a third of our pay.  We therefore need your urgent support in order that we may sustain our fight against a Labour Council which is exploiting cheap labour to avoid the need to honour our nationally agreed pay / terms and conditions of employment.

We need the support and solidarity of our fellow trade union members if we are going to win this important dispute.

Please make your donation cheques payable to TGWU, and send to Linda Doherty Salford City Council Dispute, TGWU Section UNITE the Union, Transport House, Merchant Quay, Salford Quays, Salford, M50 3SG.

Yours in Unity & Solidarity

Tony Calderwood
Ian Royle

Convernor
Deputy Convenor

