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Pay & Pensions 2009

Messages of Support (Part 1)
This version: 5th August 2009

This document lists messages of support received from individuals and organisations in support of our campaign on Pay and Pensions. Comments are verbatim except for the removal of amounts of donation.
	Good afternoon,
On behalf  of  the  Northampton  Trade  Union  Council   may  I   extend    our  support    for   UNITE’s campaign   to defend  jobs and  the final   pension  salary    scheme  at   Fujitsu.

In solidarity,

Ron Mendel, President of the NTUC

	Dear Fujitsu Services Unite members,

 

Please accept this message of support from our Branch Executive Committee in your campaign against attacks on your members' pay and final salary pension scheme.

As you can imagine, as local government workers we know only too well that a decent pension is worth fighting for. It is vital that pensions are defended in the private and public sectors.

We are also fighting against an effective pay cut in the form of an extremely low pay offer. It seems that it is always the workers who take a cut while boards line their pockets and banks (and MPs!) are subsidised by our taxes. Public sector organisations, just like your employer, always want more for less. A successful fight in the private sector helps us all.

Please be assured that if you have to take action in support of your campaign, this branch will try to give whatever further moral and practical support we can.

In Solidarity,

Tim Sneller,

Branch Chair,

UNISON the public service union
Southend-on-Sea Borough Council Branch

	All, 

As a redundant/early retired colleague who was involved in the so called "negotiations" over Terms & conditions of field service staff.

I know how underhanded the management can be and fully support your moves to stop the further deterioration of your terms.

I hope all those still working will support the proposed action and thereby show the company that you united.

Best wishes and I hope you achieve your objectives.
Dave Badminton

Retired formerly HOM99 [STE04] 

	Sincere solidarity to friends of UNITE at Fujitsu.

Your cause is just and right.

We work in the NHS and are too on the front line against job cuts and redundancies.

No to privatisation.

 

Solidarity forever.

 

Phil Brand.

Branch Rep.

South West London Mental Health UNISON.

	FUJITSU BALLOT ON PAY AND PENSIONS 

Many thanks for your email in regard to the forthcoming consultative ballot of Unite members employed by Fujitsu in the UK in support of your Pay and Pensions Campaign. 

Unite members in Fujitsu can be assured of the support and solidarity of the Unite Graphical, Paper and Media Sector and its FOC's/MOCs, Reps and Activists working in the sector. 

Members at Fujitsu are facing the same problems many print, paper and media workers have faced over the past year and we are pleased that members at Fujitsu are prepared to fight back. 

The fact that Unite membership at Fujitsu has risen by over 20% is a credit to the hard work put in by the members, activists and Unite officials and shows that fighting back and campaigning against attacks by employers is the only option when members are faced with pay cuts, failure to pay agreed increases, pension closures and job losses by multi-national corporations such as Fujitsu. 

The Unite GPM sector fully supports the Fujitisu Pay & Pensions campaign, Unite members in the company and we are confident you will receive the full support of the membership in the ballot. 

I will of course circulate your email to Regional Officers working in the Unite GPM sector asking them to forward the email onto our FOCs, MOC's, Reps and Activists asking for their support. 

In solidarity 

Tony Burke 

Assistant General Secretary 

Unite The Union 

	As an activist of some years standing within Unite and it's formative organisations (Amicus and MSF) I send you and the members within Fujitsu fraternal greetings. You clearly face a struggle and I know what that struggle means, having helped organised a strike on the closure of my pension fund to new entrants in 2003.

The fact that you have managed to organise so many new members is fantastic and your are all to be congratulated on your efforts. Whilst the branch that I used to be secretary of no longer exists, as it has merged into other local branch structures, I am sure that the ex-cttee members would be wanting to also support your struggle and I copy this message to them as well as the rest of the previous chem and pharma structure.

There is clearly a trend, a "herd like mentality" going on as in my sector, Chemicals, Pharmaceuticals Textiles and Process, Ineos have also announced an attack on the pension fund. I therefore wish you and the Fujitsu members well in your fight, it is a just cause so persevere!

 

Lee Jeavons

	Anything I can do just ask...

Cheers

John Shaw-Miller

	From John Boardman

Former Secretary Rolls-Royce Combine and NW Regional Council Member

I am emailing to add my support to your campaign to maintain your existing pension arrangements and secure a salary increase.

It is time that employers like Fujitsu recognise that they cannot unilaterally change the terms of the contract of employment.

Best wishes

John

	Dear Comrades,

I am writing on behalf of Hackney NUT to offer our support for your fight over pensions. It is a disgrace that a large and profitable organisation such as Fujitsu should be seeking to take advantage of the recession in order to launch this attack. 

As public sector workers we know that it is only a matter of time before an attack is launched on our pensions, and that we will be told that we have to look to the private sector. We believe private and public sector workers need to stand together to resist these attacks on our pay and conditions.

Yours in solidarity,

Jane Bassett

On behalf of Hackney NUT

	Really impressed by the campaign - you're off to a flyer! 

It is absolutely right not to give in to defeatism and to take on the bosses' opportunism whenever they try it on. 

The NUJ wish you every success. 

Chris Morley 
NUJ Northern Organiser 

	To Unite members at Fujitsu Services

On behalf of Unite (amicus section) EESA Ericsson Branch we would like to express our support for your campaign to retain a defined benefit pension scheme for your members in Fujitsu. 

All too often recently we are hearing of employers with still profitable businesses using the current economic difficulties as an excuse to improve margins at the expense of loyal and hardworking employees.

We see this erosion of benefits as a race to the bottom and do not see how it can foster loyalty and commitment in staff.

If there is any further support required, please do not hesitate to get in touch

 

On behalf of the Branch 

Best regards
Dave Hinson
Unite Workplace Representative, Ericsson Branch

	We have sent a donation online to your account of £’n’.

Good luck with the campaign.

Jeff and Kathy Allinson

	To Unite members and representatives at Fujitsu Services

On behalf of Unite (Amicus section) Ericsson UK Staff Representaives Commitee, we express our support for your campaign to retain a defined benefit pension scheme for your members in Fujitsu. 

Colleagues - You are leading a campaign on behalf of all of us and we wish you all the support that Unite as a trade union should be able to offer.

It is in all our interests that employers in our sector do not take a lead in destroying the deferred pay that belongs to us when we retire. We all need a decent pension when we are older and no longer appear as numbers on a company payroll!

 

Best Regards, 
Sean Leahy

On behalf of Ericsson UK Staff Representaives Commitee

Sean Leahy
Unite the Union Staff Representative
Ericsson, Ansty Park, Coventry

	To

Unite members

Fujitsu Services

Manchester.

Dear Colleagues and friends,

I am writing on behalf of Coventry City Tom Mann, Unite the Union - 9120 Branch. Our Branch is formed by members from different work places around Coventry, such as Ericsson, Telent, Microlease, Jabil, technical people from the Universities/Coventry & Warwick University Hospital, chemical workers, Coventry voluntary/charity workers, Coventry Community and not for Profit workers where workers of Communication and IT are an important fraction of the total membership.

On behalf of our Branch we would like to express our support for your campaign to retain a defined benefit pension scheme for your members in Fujitsu. 

Employers were very quick to declare Pension Holidays when Margaret Thatcher gave them as a present, we fought for our members to retain the benefits created by the new law, but employers took it for themselves. 

Now a large majority of employers are using the current economic crisis as an excuse to improve their profits at the expense of a loyal and hardworking work force.

This is an open attack against our pensions that are in fact, deferred salaries and an erosion to the benefits of a loyal and committed work force. 

In solidarity,

Sergio Requena-Rueda

Branch Secretary

Coventry City Tom Mann Branch
Unite the Union

	There  are  all too many rat-fink  employers  in  the  current  recession  who  are  taking  outrageous  liberties  with  their  long-suffering  employees.  You  can  take  it  for  granted  that  our  Branch  fully backs  your  action and  wishes  you  well.  Please  keep  us  informed.  

Fraternally,  Ed  Glasson  for  all  Bracknell  939  Branch  members 

	From the Highways Agency PCS Manchester Branch Executive Committee
The branch offers its wholehearted support to UNITE and PCS in your fight to protect your pensions and your opposition to the unjustifiable pay freeze you face. We wish you the very best of your luck in your campaign.

Graham Woodhouse, Branch Secretary
Highways Agency | City Tower | Piccadilly Plaza | Manchester | M1 4BE

	Good luck , and keep our PCS Commercial Sector informed of all developments. 

 

Keith Johnston
Regional Organiser

PCS London & South-East

231 Vauxhall Bridge Road

London SW1V 1EH

	To members of UNITE at FUJITSU, I offer my support for your fight for your pay and pensions.

I hope you will be successful in your struggle and I wish to be kept informed along the way.

In solidarity,

Bartley Willcock

	Fujitsu Services is a highly profitable and successful company which is seeking to take advantage of the recession to attack the pay, pensions and conditions of its workforce. 
Our experience as a union shows that where members act together to protect and advance their pay and conditions, it is possible to persuade a company like Fujitsu to think again, and that is why we are calling for the maximum support for our pay and pensions campaign and for you to vote YES/YES in the consultative ballot.
Regards, 
Peter Skyte
National Officer, IT & Communications Sector
Unite

	Colleagues,

The Unite the Union Hessle Branch wish you well in your struggle against your employer, our branch members send you their full support.

Your fraternally

Kelvin Mawer

Regional Officer

Unite the Union 

	Thought these tactics went out with the Tolpuddle Martyrs fiasco. We fought a similar battle at Starrgate Engineering in Blackpool way back in the early 60s and vowed it would never happen again. or so we thought. This Government is the worst we have had so far with the lack of proper TU Legislation and things look even bleaker with the threat of a Tory Govt. Let us all hope you get massive support on this issue. Good luck and count on support from Unite (Amicus) Blackpool Branch. Fraternally, 

 

Eric Wood, 

Blackpool Branch Secretary

	As an echo with all my colleagues;  we express strong support to your  campaign for a fare treatment of our Fujitsu counterparts in UK. 

It’s true that Fujitsu Company has to follow European Regulations on decent Pay & Pension to employees; in order to tackle his Social Responsibility Standard.

In our side we will rise questions on FSCF level to exchange concerns on social matters; at this particular moment of  transformation to “One Fujitsu”!! 

We still keep acting to defend and protect  employees for better working conditions.

Regards.

Ibra YALI

Représentant CE au Comité Consultatif Européen FS

French Work Council Rep in FSCF

FUJITSU SERVICES FRANCE

	Dear Brothers and sisters

Liverpool Trades Union Council has learnt of your dispute. We want to assure you that you have our full support. We will do all we can to help and will appeal to all trade unionists in Liverpool to give you practical support.

 

Yours in solidarity

 

Mark Hoskisson

Secretary

Liverpool Trades Union Council

	Good Luck with your consultative industrial action ballot over pay and pensions this week. 
We at IBM are watching and wish you every success with your negotiations
Regards
Sheila

	Dear All,

I cannot believe what is happening and I know that when the conservatives are in power ours will be the pension that they will be attacking.  I work in the Public Sector and they have had their eyes on our pensions for a long time.  We contribute to our pensions unlike some civil servants. You would think that the company would reduce the salary of the ones earning so much or be content with less profit in the hard times so workers would be protected.  What are they going to do with so much money? But instead they will increase the salary for their top earners and share holders.  It is the workers that make a company successful which is what the greedy people at the top do not understand.  

In good times they do not want to increase workers wages and will keep increases to a minimum.  If they make a loss or are not doing very well it is again the workers that have to take the brunt. And the government is helping these greedy people. 

I am glad that someone is taking a stance to fight.  After all you all have also contributed to the pensions.  Why is it that any financial agreement is never honoured when a big corporation is involved?  If a worker had signed a contract that they feel they cannot fulfil any more harsh consequences would have to be faced.  Whereas when the company cannot fulfil their contract they can change it when it suits.   

I support what you are doing for your rights and would like to wish you all the best.

Regards,

Bharti Ramjii

Application Development Officer

The Impact Partnership

	Further to your recent appeal we are pleased to enclose a cheque for £’n’.

We sincerely hope that this is of use to you and wish you luck with your campaign. 

Dennis Lucken

Branch Treasurer

UNITE, Clerkenwell & St. Pancras Branch


UNITE @ Fujitsu


� HYPERLINK "http://www.unitetheunion.com/fujitsu" ��www.unitetheunion.com/fujitsu� 
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