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Jobs, Pay & Pensions 2009

Messages of Support (Part 3)
This version: 8th October 2009

This document lists messages of support received from individuals and organisations in support of our campaign on Jobs, Pay and Pensions. Comments are verbatim except for the removal of amounts of donation.
	Good result, congratulations!

Hope it pays off for you guys.

Chris Martin

Business Analyst, CFS Account

Unite-Amicus accredited representative

Steria

	4 September 2009

Dear Fellow Workers,

Message of solidarity and support to the Fujitsu IT Workers

PCS Defra London Branch send its very strong support and solidarity to the Fujitsu IT Workers in your campaign against Fujitsu’s pay freeze and closure of the main final salary pension scheme to existing members.

PCS Defra London Branch fervently believes that an attack on one set of workers is an attack on all workers.

PCS Defra London Branch therefore stands shoulder to shoulder with your campaign. 

With sincerest best wishes.

Solidarity,

Niaz Faiz
PCS Defra London Branch Assistant Secretary






(on behalf of PCS Defra London Branch)






	5th September 2009 

Sisters and Brothers

Members of Chesterfield CMA branch send their support for you, in your struggle to defend your pay and pensions, and now your jobs too.  We represent members in Royal Mail, Steria and CSC.  We have been very shocked to hear of the draconian measures taken by your highly profitable employer.  It seems that some of the major IT companies are locked in a race to the bottom in terms of employee terms and conditions.  It is disgraceful that Fujitsu Services is taking advantage of the economic climate by attacking its workforce, and we stand beside you in condemning the actions of Fujitsu.  We salute your attempts to reach a positive relationship with your company, but when they back out of pay agreements, and come back with proposals to sack 4000 of you to take you back on without your DB pension scheme, and then again attack with mass redundancies at a time of record profits we recognise that you are not dealing with a reasonable employer and have no option but to consider the serious step of taking industrial action.

We recognise that your future is important to our future, not only as trade unionists, but also for the future of the IT Services industry in the UK.  When you fight you are fighting for all the workers in the industry, not just your own conditions.  We need a bigger stronger union in the industry to prevent our employers dictating pay and conditions in the manner they are currently accustomed.  Your fight is a crucial part of the efforts to build that union.

We wish you all the best in your efforts to overturn the decisions of Fujitsu Services, and will be keenly watching your and supporting your efforts.  We enclose a donation of £nnn towards your fighting fund, and are collecting more money and signatures of our members in your support.

Keep up the fight.

Yours in solidarity 
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Karl Barton

Branch Secretary

	You’ve got my support.

I’m a long serving PCS member in Aspire. 

It’s only a matter of time before they come after my pension too !

Kevin Moore

	At the last meeting of the London Computer Staffs Branch of Unite, two of our members from Fujitsu reported on the current situation.

The Branch unanimously agreed to send you a message of support. Your fight to protect pensions, pay, and now jobs deserves the support of all in our industry. Every IT employer is attempting to use the recession as a green light to attack our terms and conditions, but you are demonstrating that it is possible to resist.

Importantly, the Branch recognised that your campaign is increasing union membership all over Fujitsu. The employers cannot now say that there staff accept the needs for so-called “pension reform”, pay freezes and redundancies. The stronger membership at Fujitsu will benefit us all.

The Branch agreed to make a donation of £nnn to the Fujitsu fighting fund.

Additionally, the Branch agreed to submit the motion on a pensions campaign, that your combine committee drew up, to the Unite Executive Council and to the London & Eastern Region IT & Communications Industrial Sector Conference.

Please pass on our support to your combine committee and let us know what more we can do to help.

In solidarity

Pete Gillard

Branch Secretary

London Computers Staffs Branch

Unite the Union

	Unite the Union Mid Herts 0583 Branch
This Branch has members of Fujitsu based at Stevenage and we receive regular updates on the companies activities from Helen Kerr and we are very disturbed at the present situation at the company. We have been encouraged by the increase in membership to our branch from Stevenage and recognise this as a reflection of the good work being done by the Unite members at the recognised establishments of the company. We will do what we can to encourage this membership growth so that the staff here can  play a full part in your efforts in bringing change within the company for the benefit of employees. 

The branch has asked me to send a donation of £nnn to help in the campaign and will be prepared to make further donations to support your activites.

Kind Regards

Yours sincerely

Dave Ingram

Branch Secretary

	Dear Colleagues 

I am writing to pass on greetings of solidarity from PCS members working for the Department for Work and Pensions in East London.  It is disgraceful, but not surprising, that profitable companies such as Fujitsu continue to use the recession to screw more and more out of workers.  Obviously Fujitsu are going much further by closing the pension scheme to current workers.  We are facing attacks on our redundancy payments and will face attacks on our pensions.

We think that you are showing the way to resist these attacks and wish you all the best on behalf of all working people.

Please let us know if there is anything practical we can do to help and good luck. 

Charlie McDonald 
PCS DWP East London branch secretary 

	At our last branch meeting on the 10th September, the branch secretary <Gwyneth Powell-Davies> brought to our attention the industrial dispute that is going on between Unite members and Fujitsu.

It was decided unanimously to make a donation of £nnn toward your national campaign.

We will continue to support you where we can and hope you are successful in retaining your jobs and maintaining your pay and pension conditions.

Regards

Stephen Buckingham

	Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Please accept this message of solidarity from Manchester Trades Union Council with your fight to defend your pensions.  And congratulations on the magnificent result you achieved in your consultative ballot on industrial action.

Both employers and government in their efforts to make workers pay for the crisis are looking for every opportunity to rob us and that includes targeting pensions. Your stand against this shameless 'smash and grab' is thus an example of importance to everyone. 

Please keep us informed of any developments in your dispute and do not hesitate to ask us for support.

In solidarity,

Geoff Brown

Secretary

	Unite members of the Cambridge University Press committee (Publishing) send support and solidarity to Unite members at Fujitsu Services in their struggle over jobs, pay and pensions. 

Unite members at Cambridge University Press are well aware of the erosion to pensions and the reality of redundancies in the current climate. Our final salary pension was one of the best in the country. But employer and employee contributions to our final pension scheme were frozen at 2007 levels, leaving many employees future pensions decimated. Earlier this year we faced 160 redundancies, the vast majority from our Printing House. Luckily our public campaign managed to reduce that number. 

However, we have recently seen the re-emergence of workers standing up to protect their pay and conditions, such as the action around Lindsay, Linamar, Visteon and Vestas,  which have achieved real gains and also have showed other workers how they too can fight and win. We hope your campaign follows that route and wish you success in your action. 

In solidarity 

Sara Bennett (Chair Unite Committee - Publishing)

	Congratulations to PCS and Unite brothers & sisters in Fujitsu over your successful consultative ballot for industrial action.

Solidarity and victory in your fight over jobs, pay and pensions, from RMT members in the Bristol area. 

Glen Burrows

Secretary

RMT Bristol Rail

	Congratulations on your ballot result from Kaye and Tony Horsfield, Sheffield (pcs DfES branch) in personal capacities

	"All the best from the UNITE Burnley Branch. Fight the good fight."

	Colchester Central UNITE Branch 1861 would like to make a donation to Fujitsu Dispute. I enclose a cheque for £nn.
Bob Lambert

Branch Secretary.

	Thanks for the update.

I will   give report on UNITE’s   struggle  at our  next   meeting  this coming  Monday..

In  the   meantime  on   behalf of  Northampton  Trade  Union   Council,  let  me   extend   my  support.

Ron Mendel, President.

	I raised the issue of your campaign to defend your pay and pensions at our last branch meeting on Sept 28th. On behalf of the branch I would like to express our support for your campaign. I will keep an eye on your website for updates.

If there’s anything we can do as a branch then please let me know,

Regards,

Liz McInnes


UNITE @ Fujitsu


� HYPERLINK "http://www.unitetheunion.com/fujitsu" ��www.unitetheunion.com/fujitsu� 
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