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Jobs,Pay & Pensions 2009

Messages of Support (Part 4)
This version: January 2010
This document lists messages of support received from individuals and organisations in support of our campaign on Jobs, Pay and Pensions. Comments are verbatim except for the removal of amounts of donation.
	Keep up the pressure, the retired members of this Union support all workers fighting for their private and public pensions, much work needed.
Dave Warrington, Branch Treasurer

Unite Leicester Branch

	At our branch meeting on Tuesday, our branch discussed the situation at Fujitsu and the companies offensive on members of Unite.
You have our very best wishes for a successful outcome to your campaign. In the meantime please accept our cheque for £nnn, as a token of our solidarity.

Bob Murdoch

Branch Secretary

Unite Tyneside Engineering Branch

	I would like to express thanks on behalf of Rochdale UNISON to Andy Smith, representative from Unite who attended our branch committee last week. Andy gave an update on the present position of the Fujitsu campaign and the branch agreed to continue to support the fight for jobs, pay and pensions and sends their best wishes to all your members. 
Our Publicity officer Sam O’Brien once again raised the this item for a donation to our Finance meeting on the 15th October.
Geoff Crossley

Branch Chair

Rochdale Unison Branch

	Enclosed is a cheque for £nn. Please be assured you have our ongoing support and our branch are normally willing to re-visita request for funds on a monthly basis during the ongoing course of a dispute.
Your Sincerely

John Davies

Branch Secretary, Unite Leeds Branch 9507

	Best of luck in your campaign


Philip Lewis Camden UNISON C&E Convenor
Camden UNISON Labour Link Officer

	UNITE

Fujitsu

Manchester

Friday, 6 November 2009

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Solidarity in the fight to defend jobs and pensions
Following our executive meeting on Wednesday and the news of your strike action scheduled for Thursday 12th, Friday 13th and Monday 16th November, I am writing to send a message to solidarity from Manchester Trades Council.
We feel strongly that far from your pension scheme being scrapped and 1200 redundancies being made, we should see the strengthening of occupational pension schemes as we did in the 1970s and 1980s.  It is a sharp indictment of the private sector employers, indeed, of capitalism itself that they have lost so much confidence in the future that see it as necessary to shift the entire risk of what will happen to pension funds onto the shoulders of the workforce. Of course, we should not be naïve.  The greed of directors and senior managers in all this should not be forgotten.  As for the redundancies, it is simple madness to throw workers on to the dole who have valuable skills that can make a real contribution to strengthening the services they deliver, many of which are vital public services.  We believe that your management are trying to use the recession, and the fear that it brings, to push through a cuts agenda that will, as always, only result in greater exploitation of the remaining workforce.
We therefore commit ourselves to support you in whatever way we can.  As a first step we will encourage trade unionists to come and show their support at your picket lines and do collections for your strike fund.  Second, we would like to invite a speaker or speakers from your strike committee to our next council meeting at 7.00pm Wednesday 18 November at the Mechanic’s Institute, Princess Street, Manchester. Please let us know if there is any further assistance we can give.
Finally, as you know, both your organisation and the Manchester Trades Council are supporting the Fight for the Right to Work conference in Manchester on Saturday 30 January.  We are holding a mobilising meeting at 7.00pm on Tuesday 10 November in the NUJ offices, 5th floor Arthur House, Chorlton Street.  It would be excellent if colleagues from UNITE Fujitsu could be there.  I’m sure it will be an opportunity to build solidarity for your fight as well.
In solidarity
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Geoff Brown

Secretary

Representative Body of the Trades Union Congress


	Good luck with the action tomorrow and the campaign.

From: Robert Dimmick

	Dear Brothers and Sisters

There are far too many unscrupulous companies now using the economic situation as an excuse to attack their workers. Fujitsu has no justification in attacking the jobs, pay and pensions of its employees.

Fujitsu workers are 100% right to fight back. This is an important dispute – for Fujitsu workers, of course, but also to send a message across our movement: we don’t have to put up with being treated like dirt; we can fight back and win.

I wish you every success in your struggle.

Gill George

Unite Executive Council

	Good Luck 

Steve Hoar

PCS Manchester

	In support of those in dispute at Fujitsu, please find a cheque enclosed for £nnn from our branch.

Good Luck

Your Sincerely

John Davies

Branch Secretary, Unite Leeds Branch 9507

	Brothers and Sisters,

I’m writing to express our solidarity with the workers at Fujitsu in their current struggle with their global employer. We at the Chesterfield Trades Council salute you in this fight and offer our full support.

IBM, Steria, EDS & CSC, who have a significant base here in Chesterfield where the Unite branch is an affiliate to our Trades Council, have also announced cuts on benefits. Your strong action will be a leading light and an inspiration to the workers of these companies.
The large IT companies claim that the cuts in pay and conditions, pension provision, and job security are necessary because they work in a highly competitive market, however recent events with simultaneous announcements of pay freezes, and attacks on pensions indicate that they are acting like a cartel. The main focus of their competition is on how much they can attack the workers. This must be resisted.

Already your action short of a strike has produced results in forcing the company to delay changes to the pension scheme, hopefully your national strike on Thursday, Friday, and next Monday will force the company on the back foot and see you achieving your aims of protecting jobs, pay & pensions.

Victory to the Fujitsu workers in their campaign to defend Jobs, Pay and Pensions.

Your fraternally

James Eaden         President Chesterfield & District TUC
Shay Boyle             Secretary Chesterfield & District TUC

	Dear Comrades

Donation from Unite (Amicus Section) Wembley-Hendon 0640M branch

I enclose a cheque for £nnn towards your hardship fund. Our branch wishes you a speedy resolution of this long running dispute.

Yours fraternally

Ben Rickman

Branch Secretary

	Please find enclosed a cheque for £nn with our thanks for all your endeavours in relation to the Fujitsu Dispute. Having many members at Fujitsu sites in our area we feel that a contribution to your fund is one very practical way of supporting their campaign. 
Ed Glasson

Secretary

Unite Bracknell Branch

	Best of Luck with the Industrial Action, If there is anything we can help with, give us a call
Steve Terrington
GMB Leeds number six branch secretary

	On behalf of further education lecturers in UCU, who are at this time ballotting for strike action over pay in FE colleges in England, I send comradely greetings to workers engaged in strike action at Fujitsu. The struggle to prevent employers taking advantage of the recession to drive down pay is a vital one, and one that has to be won if we are not to see our standard of living depressed intolerably in the coming months and years.

I very much hope that comrades in further education colleges in England will shortly be following your lead. In the meantime, be assured of our support.

Alan Whitaker
Chair of Further Education Committee
UCU - The University and College Union

	Good Luck for Friday - I hope everything goes to plan and that your campaign gets you everything that you deserve.

Yours in Solidarity

Steve Hoar

PCS Trade Union DWP

	On  behalf  of the    Northampton   Trade  Union  Council  let  me  extend  our  solidarity  and   our  best wishes  for  tomorrow’s   industrial   action.

Ron Mendel,  President.

	I would like to wish you and your colleagues well in your dispute.

 Lee Jeavons

Unite

Chemicals Sector

	Please find a cheque enclosed for £nnn for the Manchester IT Workers Group. Along with the cheque please accept our best wishes for a good resolution for your people. Pensions are important to all and have gone through a full review of ours last year and can sympathise with your campaign.

Sam Scholey

Branch Treasurer and Workplace Rep – First Direct – UNITE Branch 102

	Dear Sirs

I work in Baker street and noticed the strike action today. I wish to voice my support for your actions especially after reading your material. I am very concerned at the way the British workers are being treated by multinationals.
I wish you Good Luck with your campaign

Regards

Dimitri Horne 

	Solidarity greetings from Liverpool TUC with your action. Good luck.

Mark Hoskisson

Secretary Liverpool TUC

	Hi Comrades,

I have just made a £nn donation to the strike fund via online banking. With the current attacks on workers jobs, pay and conditions and the attack on the right to strike you have my strongest support in your campaign.

Onwards!

James Woodcock
UCU and GMB member

	This is a mail to confirm Barclays Steria Partnership UNITE <<Northampton>> reps committee (EA01)
has made a donation to Fujitsu UNITE Combine Committee (Manchester IT Workers Group) of £nnn in support of their action.
 
Regards.
Nick Baron

Treasurer UNITE Northamptonshire Branch (EA01)


	On behalf of Unite the Union, Bamber Bridge and Leyland Branch 0056, please find enclosed a cheque for £nnn in support of your workers at Fujitsu. We wish you all and your members every success in winning this dispute.
Pat Coyne

Branch Secretary

	I am writing on behalf of all CWU North West Branches and members to offer our full support for the industrial action you are taking. Having recently taken the decision to strike ourselves we fully understand that no worker takes the decision to strike lightly and we wish you every success with your dispute.

Best wishes 

Carl Webb

Regional Secretary 



	To our Brothers & Sisters employed at Fujitsu.
 

Postal Workers are all too aware of the struggles workers face, as is apparent from our own Strike action in 2009.
 

Employers continue to see the wage bill of their employees as a 'cost' rather than as an 'investment'.
 

They seek to cut our Pay, our Pensions and to cut the number of employees.
 

Until employers change their view we will continue to have this fight in one workplace or another.
 

Without the efforts of Trade Unionists (members and activists) the fight will never be won.
 

Stay strong and resolute, you are not fighting alone!
 

In Comradeship
 

Michael Williams
Branch Secretary
CWU Eastern 5 Branch 
(Peterborough Postcode area)

	Dear Brothers & Sisters

Please accept my warmest fraternal greetings and best wishes in your fight against cuts. As a PCS union activist I am only to aware that working people are expected to pay for the failings of the political system we live under, Capitalism, as well as the mistakes and shortsightedness of those who act in it's interests.

Yours fraternally

Matt Wells
PCS union Efra Group Assistant Secretary, (pc)

	I would like to be kept in contact as secretary of Brent Trades Union Council, and secretary of Unite Wembley-Hendon 0640M branch.

Best wishes for a speedy settlement of this dispute.

In solidarity

Ben Rickman

	Please find a message of support which is being sent out to local and national press/media.

 We all owe you a great debt. Keep on keepng on. Jerry Hicks, Unite member; Bristol.

For letters page: Re Fujitsu IT strike. Why Fujitsu workers deserve our support:-
The first ever national strike in IT is an inspiration and is to be applauded.
The Unite union members in Fujitsu striking to defend their jobs, pay and pensions do so against a profitable company who blatantly seeks to take advantage of the economic crisis. 

Fujitsu bosses as like many other employers, hope that their employees feeling of general insecurity would make them swallow compulsory job losses, the closure of the final salary pension scheme to new starts and a pay freeze.

Magnificently the workers haven’t succumbed and have chosen to fight back, their courage strengthens us all. 

I understand that the strike action has already forced Fujitsu bosses to back down on some of the demands. 

I will be doing all I can to support these workers knowing that a victory here makes it far more likely everywhere.

Jerry Hicks, 

Unite member Bristol.

	I enclose a cheque for £nn towards the strike fund. I support the UNITE Fujitsu strike. I am 75 years of age and because of both the weather and having osteoarthritis in my legs. I cannot get down to the picket line as I did two years ago. I am with you all the way. I am a pensioner activist and a life retired member of Unison.  
Victory to the Strikers

Bartley Willcock

	Our branch agreed to send £nnn to the Fujitsu appeal and organise workplace collections
Dave Sherry

Unite Glasgow Branch Housing

	Dear colleagues in Great Britain,

 

With great concern and sympathy we follow your strike actions.

 

I’m the speaker of the IG Metall (Industriegewerkschaft Metall, that is the union of the metal workers in Germany) at Fujitsu Technology Solutions in Munich.

 

My colleagues and I declare our solidarity with you in defending your rights, your jobs, your income and your pensions.

 

It’s not at all acceptable that a company makes a two hundred million pounds profit a year, and then wants to cut 1,200 jobs, to freeze employee incomes and to close pensions for the people who work hard for the company.

 

In Germany our management recently reduced the jobs at Fujitsu Technology Solutions in 2009 from about 6000 to 5300. Due to a contract with our union the company guarantees that no one is fired until the ending of March 2010. Nonetheless about 700 employees had to leave the company last year as the company offered them some compensation. Our colleagues could decide whether to accept or not. But however, within Fujitsu Services in Germany about 80 people were fired. They are now fighting against this decision at court. We’ll see what the result will be.

Fortunately our wages are guaranteed by a social contract between the IG Metall and the metal and electrical industry in Germany. So the company can’t freeze our incomes. But we don’t know if the company will stay a social partner in future, so we don’t know if we will have to face the same issues in Germany as you do in Great Britain.

 

When you fight against the attacks of your management, you are not only fighting for yourselves but also for the rights of colleagues in Fujitsu subsidiaries and other companies even in other countries. If your management succeeds against the employees, other managers will take this as an example to cut jobs and incomes in their companies as well.

 

So it’s necessary for all of us that we stay together wherever colleagues are fighting for their rights. 

 

Solidarity is our only and common power.

 

We wish you success in defending your jobs and your incomes!

 

Greetings from our hearts

 

Your colleagues of Fujitsu Technology Solutions in Munich

 
Klaus-Dieter Bornemann

Speaker of the union IG Metall within Fujitsu Technology Solutions (FTS) in Munich

Member of the works counsil of FTS in Munich



	

	

	

	


UNITE @ Fujitsu


� HYPERLINK "http://www.unitetheunion.com/fujitsu" ��www.unitetheunion.com/fujitsu� 
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